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mother, and, in spite of her manifold duties, personally
supervises, not merely the education of her children, but
even every little detail connected with their comfort and
well-being. In fact the empress, as well as the emperor,
are at their best when surrounded by their children, in
whose company they spend far more time than fashionable
people in less exalted spheres of society consider it neces-
sary or pleasant to do.
The empress is extremely economical as regards the
clothing of her children, and the suits of the elder princes
are cut down to fit their younger brothers.
With her own wardrobe the empress is equally 'careful,
and she has a staff of dressmakers who are always at work
remodelling her gowns, so that it is possible for her to
appear in them several times without their being recog-
nized. On state occasions she is always superbly dressed,
and covered with the most gorgeous jewels, but when in
the country she delights in the simplest costumes; a serge
skirt, a pretty blouse, and a plain straw hat, being her
favorite garb. Her grand court costumes, as a rule, hail
from Vienna, and Empress Augusta-Victoria probably
shares with her grandmother, Queen Victoria, the distinc-
tion of being one of the two ladies, occupants of thrones,
who do not patronize any of the great Parisian couturiers.
The empress never orders her dresses herself. That is
done by her principal lady-in-waiting, who has patterns
sent to the palace, from which she selects a certain number
to show the empress. When the imperial lady has made her
choice, she settles from plates the way in which the gown
is to be made, after invariably submitting her selections to
the emperor, who has excellent taste in such matters.
The empress usually breakfasts alone with the emperor.
In summer, often at the unearthly hour of six in the

